Comprehensive Statewide Needs Assessment

The Statewide Assessment of Rehabilitation Needs of Individuals with Disabilities residing within the State and the need to establish, develop, or improve community rehabilitation programs is conducted jointly by the agency and the State Rehabilitation Council every three years. For the 2026 assessment, a variety of sources and methodologies will be used for deriving information about:

a. The rehabilitation needs of individuals with the most significant disabilities and their need for supported employment;
b. Individuals with disabilities who are minorities and individuals with disabilities who have been unserved or underserved by the vocational rehabilitation program;
c. Individuals with disabilities served through components of the statewide workforce investment system other than the vocational rehabilitation program.

ADOPTION OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to 34 CFR Section 361.29, the State Rehabilitation Council developed and approved the methodology for the Needs Assessment Survey at a meeting held on September 3, 2026. The methodology adopted consists of the following:

1. Survey of Consumer, Demographic, Labor, Youth, Disability, and Medical Data
A review shall be conducted of available consumer case service information, demographic, labor, youth, and medical data. Sources shall include the AWARE Case Management System, the American Community Survey, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, and other relevant data sources.

2. Public Meetings and Town Forums
Public meetings shall be conducted in-person and also virtually so as to reach consumers and individuals who are blind or have low vision throughout New Mexico, with opportunity provided for submission of oral and written comments. This shall include a public meeting held in conjunction with the annual state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico. The public meetings shall be advertised in newspapers of general circulation, placed on the Commission web page, placed on Newsline for the Blind and on NFB-Newsline, distributed through email lists maintained by consumer organizations, sent to Centers for Independent Living, sent to the Client Assistance Program, sent to the 121 projects, and sent to the State Workforce Development Boards.

3. Focused Discussions and Stakeholder Interviews 
Focused discussions and interviews shall be conducted with key stakeholder organizations, including consumer organizations, the Client Assistance Program, 121 Projects, and community rehabilitation programs.

4. Consumer Satisfaction Survey
The Consumer Satisfaction Survey provides an opportunity to highlight and identify areas of need or opportunities for additional improvement. The Consumer Satisfaction Survey shall be reviewed to identify trends or areas of need. 

5. Report to Council
The Commission shall compile and report the results of the data survey, public meetings and town forums, and focused discussions and interviews to a meeting of the Commission for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council.

Approved and Electronically Signed this 3rd Day of September, 2026.

Peggy Hayes, Chairperson
State Rehabilitation Council
New Mexico Commission for the Blind
